
DES# 2002991, 2100550, 2002993  

LEGAL NOTICE OF PLANNED IMPROVEMENT  

The project is a critical phase of a broader corridor improvement strategy in Johnson County, Indiana, with a need 
driven primarily by traffic growth and infrastructure deficiencies. According to the INDOT Traffic Count Database 
System (TCDS), traffic volumes on CR 700 N increased by 39% from 2020 to 2022, with 4% commercial traffic. This 
growth reflects increased use of the corridor for freight and regional travel and is projected to continue this 
trajectory. AADT is expected to rise from 3,260 vehicles/day in 2022 to 5,244 vehicles/day by 2046, based on a 
2.0% annual growth rate. Enhancements are needed to accommodate projected increases in traffic volumes.  

Infrastructure deficiencies include: DES. No. 2002991 (Lead Des.) – CR 700 N throughout the project is 18 feet wide 
consisting of two 9-foot travel lanes with no paved shoulders. The current roadway does not meet INDOT 
standards for a rural collector roadway, which is 12-foot-wide travel lanes with 8 feet of usable shoulders.  

DES. No. 2100550 (Supporting Des.) – Bridge #206, Structure #41-00206/NBI #4100157, is in overall fair condition. 
Bridge #206 has a culvert rating of 5 (fair condition), which means there is moderate to major deterioration per 
June 11, 2024, Bridge Inspection Report (Appendix I, I90-I99). There are several inches of undermining at the inlet 
and outlet with a scour critical rating of 5 (fair condition). There is headwall damage on the northeast corner due 
to impact. The south headwall has multiple tears. There is a visible sag in the headwalls with no guardrail present. 
The structure is deflected and misaligned. The current bridge does not meet annual daily traffic load ratings. 

DES. No. 2002993 (Supporting Des.) – Bridge #103, Structure #41-00103/National Bridge Inventory (NBI) 
#4100081, is in poor condition. Bridge #103 has advanced pavement deterioration causing the deck rating a 4 out 
of 9 (poor condition) per June 11, 2024, Bridge Inspection Report (Appendix I, pages I79-I89). The superstructure 
has a rating of 4 out of 9 (poor conditions) due to both exterior beams damaged with spalls and exposed steel from 
guardrail impacts on the top flange of beams. Exterior beams also have heavily deteriorated bottom flanges with 
cracking, spalls, and exposed steel. The exterior beams have two rows of steel exposed, and the interior beams 
have minor longitudinal cracks and spalls. The wearing surface rated a 5 out of 9 (fair condition) has moderate 
sagging, cracks, breaking up along the edges, and vegetation growth. The substructure rated a 6 out of 9 
(satisfactory condition) has minor cracking, unconsolidated concrete, and minor spalling at the wingwalls. 
Additionally, the current load rating is 15 Tons due to the condition of the exterior beams and the deck geometry is 
out of alignment.  

The project requires approximately 9.673 acres of permanent right of way (ROW) and no temporary ROW.  

The MOT for the project involves phased closures of CR 700 N to through traffic while maintaining local access. 
Construction will begin with the replacement of Bridge #103, which does not require road closure due to its 
relocation north of the existing alignment. Once complete, CR 700 N will be closed to reconstruct and widen the 
roadway from approximately 0.13 mile east of South Harvey Road to 0.53 mile east, including the area around the 
new bridge. Afterward, the road will be closed again for the replacement of Bridge #206 and reconstruction of the 
segment between CR 750 E and the Johnson County Line. The detour route for all closures will utilize South Harvey 
Road to CR 950 N to CR 825 W for eastbound travel and CR 825 W to CR 950 N to South Harvey Road for 

The Johnson County Highway Department is developing plans for road reconstruction and two bridge replacement 
projects. Road reconstruction will take place from CR 750 E to 0.44 mi east of CR 750 E, Bridge replacement 
projects will take place on CR 700 N over Demott Legal Drain, 0.52 mi east of CR 750 E, and bridge replacement on 
CR 700 E over Leatherwood Creek & Road Reconstruction from 0.13 mi to 0.53 mi east of S Harvey Road.  

The purpose of the project (DES 2002991, 2100550, 2002993) is to address existing infrastructure deficiencies and 
accommodate projected traffic growth by improving roadway capacity and operational efficiency along CR 700 N. 
by meeting rural collector standards. The project will also update aging bridge infrastructure to meet an overall 
rating of 7 or higher. These improvements will support the broader corridor goals of enhancing regional 
connectivity, facilitating freight movement, and ensuring reliable travel between I-65 and I-74. 



DES# 2002991, 2100550, 2002993  

Westbound travel. The total distance of the detour route is approximately 5.75 miles.  The proposed start of 
construction is December 2026.  

The cost associated with this project is approximately $5,133,864.00, including preliminary engineering, ROW, and 
construction, with federal and local funds anticipated to be used. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
Johnson County Highway Department have agreed that this project falls within the guidelines of a Categorical 
Exclusion (CE) Level Two (2) environmental document. Preliminary design plans, along with the CE 2 are available 
for review at the following locations:  

1. Johnson County Highway Department, 1051 Hospital Rd, Franklin, IN 46131  
2. Johnson County Public Library, Clark Pleasant Branch, 350 Clearwater Blvd., Whiteland, IN 46184 
3. https://www.jchighway.com/projects 

Emergency Situation Guidance: During emergency situations, public viewing locations may be limited or prohibited 
as part of the Notice of Planned Improvement. Project documents may only be available online during emergency 
situations. The notice must offer the public the opportunity to request that project documents be mailed. The 
Johnson County Highway Department will mail project documents upon request.  

All interested persons may request a public hearing be held or express their concerns by submitting comments to 
the attention of Shawn Slaymon, GAI Consultants, 211 N. Pennsylvania Street, Suite 630, Indianapolis, IN 46204; 
317.436.9145/ s.slaymon@gaiconsultants.com on or before November 13, 2025.    

Per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons or groups requiring project information to be made 
available in alternative formats are encouraged to contact Johnson County to arrange and coordinate services. 
Please contact Johnson County ADA Coordinator, Barb Davis at 86 W. Court St., Franklin, IN 46131, 317.346.4329/ 
bdavis@JohnsonCounty.in.gov. Per Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, persons or groups requiring project 
information to be made available in another language are encouraged to contact the INDOT Seymour District. 

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) stating, “Each State must 
have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating, 
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the process provides full and open access 
to all interested parties and revise the process, as appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Project Development Public Involvement Procedures 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on July 7, 2021. 

https://www.jchighway.com/projects
mailto:s.slaymon@gaiconsultants.com
mailto:bdavis@JohnsonCounty.in.gov

